2006 Canadian Gulf Islands

July 7th to the 14th 

Tide Reference Station: Fulford Harbour, Saltspring Island

Current Reference Station: Active Pass, Galiano Island
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This is a rough overview of the Gulf Islands. I have outlined a basic “circumnavigation” of the Gulf Islands that can be accomplished in a week. The information included in this document will give distances and some hints on avoiding contrary tides. The distances rarely exceed 10 – 15 nm on a given day. Contrary tides are almost always present at one time of the day or another, the trick is to time passages to avoid them. In the larger channels and passes the tides are not really an issue, rarely exceeding 1 – 1.5 knots. However, this week has some major tide changes and when you’re trying to tack to windward in light airs a contrary tide may prevent any real progress and the iron genny may be your only resort. We prefer sailing and time our passages to take advantage of whatever current we can to enjoy sailing. The destinations are some of our favourites for the reasons given. Some are “remote”, and some are “resorts”.

Friday, July 7th 

Tides:
0855
2.0 ft




1808 9.8

2048
9.8
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If you’re leaving Sidney on Friday you will probably take the shortest route to Telegraph Harbour for the Rendezvous. This will mean powering out of Bosuns through John Passage (plenty of current, but a short, narrow passage), then through Swartz Bay (the Ferry Terminal) and into Satellite Channel to head up to Sansum Narrows and Maple Bay. As the tide runs strongest through Sansum Narrows, be sure to get through before the change at about 1520hrs. You can still get through after that but it will be considerably slower. The –2 knot current covers a bit over one mile. The total distance is about 23 nm from Sidney to Telegraph Harbour. Sansum Narrows is at the halfway point, about 10 nm from Sidney. 

Current: Sansum Narrows (between Saltspring Island & Vancouver Island)

Turn
Max
Current

0855
1203
+ 3 knots (approx) (northbound)

1520
1841
- 2 knots (approx)
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Saturday, July 8th 

At Telegraph

Sunday, July 9th 

Montague Harbour or Wallace Island

Fulford Harbour

0133
10.5 ft

1014
  0.7 ft

1916
10.8 ft

2306
10.2 ft

You will note that there is a substantial tide change with a flood from mid morning to late afternoon. Current in Trincomali Channel runs up to 1 knot (flooding north) in a change like this. But it’s only 10 nm to Wallace Island and a further 6 nm to Montague Harbour.
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Both of these destinations are marine parks. Wallace Island is a long, narrow island in Trincommalli Channel on the east side of Saltspring Island. All except one small portion of it is parkland. The small portion is the family home of the original settler who tried to make it a resort, David Conover. You can read all about him at http://www.dconover.com/. Interesting story. There are two bays into anchor in, Princess Bay at the north end and Conover Cove on the west side in the middle of the island. Princess Bay is by far the larger, Conover has a public wharf (which is usually busy) and a rather small bay for anchoring (stern line almost always mandatory). The island has the ruminants of Conover’s resort along with many wonderful trails.
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Montague Harbour is a very large, well protected anchorage and is one of the most popular destinations in the Gulf Islands. At the north end of the bay is Montague Harbour Marine Park with numerous mooring buoys ($10.00 per night, no rafting, they come to collect at around 1800hrs), a long dock and a complete campground up on the bluff. Lots of trails around Gray Pennisula and a white shell beach on the north end of the park over looking Trincomali Channel, a great place to watch sunsets from. A dinghy ride (or walk along a paved road) will take you to the marina which has a small store and coffee shop. If you really want to go wild there is a bright red school bus that stops at the park every hour and picks up patrons for the Hummingbird Pub which is on the other side of Galliano Island. The atmosphere is good, the food great. There is also a great French restaurant just up from the store, excellent food, very upper-crust. We prefer to stay on the boat ourselves.

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/montague.html



Monday, July10th 

Ganges, Saltspring Island

Fulford Harbour

0225
10.5 ft

1057
  0.3 ft

1950  
11.2 ft

2351
10.2 ft

This is the major supply port in the Gulf Islands. It can get very busy in the summer but a Monday afternoon may not be so bad. There are a couple of government wharves (first come, and very close to the centre town) and a couple of marinas (reservations and further to walk). The town is at the end of Ganges Harbour (dah!) and is only about 7 nm away from Montague Harbour.  Although there is a large tide swing on this day, the falling tide will get you through Captain’s Passage, the only place that the current will be a factor.


The government wharves at Ganges have been expanded somewhat since this chart was published. Don’t bother going to the dredged out basin, it’s full of local boats and fish boats. The docks you want are just beyond that. Then there are two marinas further in. The town itself is right up against where the Esso station used to be (no longer there, fuel is available at the marina (Shell).


The town of Ganges is quite small but has a great grocery store (Thrifties) and a great hardware store (Mowats). Both web sites have good information and the marina even has a web cam with an overview of the area.

http://www.gulfislands.net/islands/ganges.asp

http://ganges-marina.com/gangesmarinaindex.html

But if’ you’re looking for quite places to stay, Ganges is not the place. Traffic is close and it’s noisy after spending a few days on the boat. After spending a few hours and perhaps a lunch at the Oyster Catcher restaurant, the good news is that one of our favourite and most visited anchorages is just a short 45 minutes away and is a world away in character. 



Annette Inlet on Prevost Island is one of our favourites from years gone by. There is now a house there along with a small float home but the character hasn’t changed much. It’s a long, narrow, shallow inlet and once you’re inside, wave action is non-existent. There are seals that call it home, geese that will come to the boat in the morning and evening looking for a handout, and eagles drifting in the breeze. If it’s quiet out you can hear the B.C. Ferries clearing a way though Active Pass with their whistles. A far is located at the head of the inlet beyond the extensive mud flats and you can hear cow bells and the occasional tractor. All very relaxing. Last year I had a seal try to spend the night in our dinghy. I gave up chasing him out at about 0200hrs and paid the cleanup price in the morning. The inlet is somewhat tricky to get into so you have to watch your charts. There is a reef in the middle of the entrance and, when approaching from Ganges, a rock that juts out from the point of land on the east side. The rock has been marked by the locals with a blue stick.





A highly recommended anchorage if you want quiet seclusion. A lot of “tourist” boats don’t go in because of the difficult entrance and shallow water. It’s excellent holding ground, just don’t stray too close to the eastern shore (near the float house) as there are a few rocks in the shallows there. (Can’t believe I haven’t any better digital photos of this place! Been here so often that I guess we’re stopped taking pictures! We were here over the Easter long weekend just a while ago)

Tuesday, July 11th 

Winter Cove

Fulford Harbour

0321
10.5 ft

1141
  0.0 ft

2021
11.2 ft

This will be one of the longer sails of the trip, from Ganges (or Annette) to Winter Cove on Saturna Island. If conditions are right you will encounter probably three different wind directions/velocities and two different current directions/velocities before the tide even turns! From narrow passages in Navy Channel to beautiful open sound sailing in Plumper Sound, it’s well worth trying to get there.

Total distance will be about 10.5 nm. I would recommend going southbound in Captain’s Passage on the large ebb that runs until about noon. Then, if you time it right, you’ll catch the beginning of the flood in Swanson Channel to get up to Navy Channel between North Pender Island and Main Island. Be aware that Swanson Channel is a major ferry route between Victoria (Swartz Bay) and Active Pass to Vancouver. There will be lots of time to move out of the way as they can be seen for quite a distance. However, just like San Francisco Bay, they move faster than you think! The large ferries travel at about 18 knots, the smaller inter-island ferries at about 10 – 12 knots. On the route to Active Pass they come north up Swanson Channel, turn a sharp left just beyond Prevost Island to clear Enterprise Reef and line themselves up for Active Pass. The reverse is true the in the other direction. The ferries leave the terminals at either end at the top of the hour and meet inside Active Pass halfway though the 1.5 hour trip. If you see one going into Active you can be assured that one will be coming out shortly!


Navy Channel is relatively narrow and has a marked reef along with Main Island shore. The tidal current here is the opposite of almost everywhere else in the Gulf Islands, it flood south into Plumper Sound and ebbs north into Swanson Channel. If you time it so that you’re sailing south (and we’ve tacked through this channel many times, it’s more fun!) with a big flood it’s running like a river.  If the wind is from the south (Plumper Sound) it’ll set up a nasty chop in the middle of the channel well into the sound itself. And to through a extra bit of excitement into the mix, a small inter-island ferry comes through on a chaotic schedule headed to Lyall Harbour on Saturna Island. It’s a narrow channel, he has the right of way (weight) although they do try to steer clear when they can. I just time the tacks right!

The approach to Winter Cove is quite simple, watch out for the submerged reefs, they are NOT marked! But they are also quite easy to avoid. When approaching just stay on a straight course into Irish Bay until you can see into Georgiason Passage on your left. At a moderate tide (like it will be on a day like this one), the reefs will be visible on your right as well. Turn to starboard when you’re clear of Mink Rock and sail right in. It’s shallow and there are reefs along the shore at the south side (park side), don’t get unnecessarily close. We’ve been on them ourselves although no damage was done. The charts do not represent them all that well. The black lines in the red circle are a better representation.


W





http://www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/bc/gulf/visit/visit2a_e.asp
There isn’t a whole lot of good internet information on this park, it’s just been transferred from provincial to federal jurisdiction, but the park remains the same! There is a fair amount you can do (or not!) from this location. There is the park foreshore and trails that lead over to the Georgia Strait side of Saturna Island. Very nice trail that takes about 20 minutes. The interesting part is Baot Passage that flows between Winter Cove and Georgia Strait. It floods out, ebbs in at the same velocity as the currents at Active Pass. On this date it will be a 5.9 knot flood at about 1500hrs, well worth a walk up to the point. If you’re really brave you can take the dinghy through. We’ve actually taken all three of our boats through this pass, usually at slack water (but not always!). It’s deep, you just have to watch for the submerged, poorly charted rock on the outside!  If the charter boat comes with a good dinghy and motor a side trip down to Cabbage Island Marine Park on a calm day is also worth the trip.

Wednesday, July 12th 

Winter Cove/ Bedwell Harbour 

(Poet’s Cove Resort or Beaumont Marine Park)

Fulford Harbour

0419
10.5 ft

1226
  0.0 ft

2051
11.2 ft

A few choices here. If it was my vacation I would stay in Winter Cove for the day and relax. It’s about the quietest anchorage in the Gulf Islands on any given weekday and there is plenty to do if you have a good inflatable. You can scoot over to Lyall Harbour, explore Boot Cove, Irish Bay, Horton Bay, go outside into Georgia Strait to see the Anniversary Islands, and it goes on and on. But if you’re determined to head out for new destinations, Bedwell Harbour is the next best choice. You may notice Port Browning across Plumper Sound and it seems enticing as a destination. Unfortunately, it’s been for sale for years and has become somewhat run down. The current owners are focusing on the profits from the pub (a local hangout) and don’t seem to care to much about the marina part except that it brings in drinkers.


The total distance is going to be about 10 nm through Plumper Sound, around the south end of South Pender Island in Boundary Pass and into Bedwell Harbour. There is a large tide change on this date and I would highly recommend that you get into Bedwell (or at least around Tilly Point) before the flood starts in this area at noon. (If you don’t go to Bedwell until tomorrow, Friday, then you can wait until 1230 at the latest). There is one vicious tidal rip around the south end of Pender Island in Boundary Pass. If the winds are light (and they usually are in this area) it’s not usually a problem with the waves but it does slow you down considerably.

Once inside Bedwell Harbour there are two choices, stay at the resort (Poet’s Cove Resort) or get a mooring/anchor at the marine park. Here are a couple of web sites;

http://www.poetscove.com/

http://www.penderisland.info/pages/parks.htm


Thursday, July 13th 

The resort is very nice with a pool and hot tub that’s free for moorage guests, there is a very small store and a couple of excellent restaurants, both with patios to watch the spectacular sunsets that can happen here. It’s not inexpensive but for what you get, it’s quite nice and one of our favourites. 

The park is also quite nice and there are numerous buoys if you’re so inclined. The water is deep (like Montague) but the holding is good.

Thursday, July 13th 

Bedwell Harbour or Sidney Spit Marine Park

Fulford Harbour

0132
  9.2 ft

0518
10.2 ft

1310
  0.7 ft

2118
11.2 ft

If you’re still at Winter Cove, now is the time to head for Bedwell Harbour, or, you can skip Bedwell all together and head directly to Sidney Spit Marine Park


It’s about 9 nm from Bedwell Harbour to Sidney Spit. Again, care must be given to the large tide swing this date and you should consider getting out of Bedwell before the tide changes at 1230hrs. You can elect to go either way around Morseby Island and in fact, the westerly route is going to be more scenic than the Boundary Pass one. But if you’re going to see porpoises anywhere in the Gulf Island, it will be Boundary Pass. For some reason in this area they like to play off the bow of boats, don’t ask me why.


Sidney Spit Marine Park is a real gem. The water is real thin going into the anchorage and, if the chartered boat draws more than five feet, I would wait until the tide starts rising before trying to get across the flats! It’s all sand and no damage will be done if you touch. We usually go here to calibrate the sounder on a rising tide!



The actual anchorage is deeper than the shallow flats and holds numerous mooring buoys. Anchoring is also very solid in the hard packed sand. We usually anchor at the entrance to the lagoon. There is a dock with a passenger ferry service from Sidney for visitors and campers. There are extensive trails on the island with everything from forests to meadows. There used to be many deer on the island but they’ve been culled over the years to reduce infectious diseases. A walk first thing in the morning usually catches them at the edges of the meadows. The anchorage may appear to be somewhat exposed to westerly winds but in settled weather that is seldom an issue. The view of the town of Sidney is spectacular as well as the sunsets. 

http://www.vancouverislandaccommodations.com/parks/sidney/spit.html

Friday, July 14th 

Bosuns

Fulford Harbour

0234
  8.5 ft

0623
  9.5 ft

1352
  1.3 ft

2145
11.2 ft

The great thing about spending the last evening on the boat at Sidney Spit is that it’s just two miles from Bosun’s Charters! You can go sailing in the bay until it’s time to head in or just spend a lazy morning at anchor! It may be prudent to get out of the Spit anchorage before low tide at 1352hrs though, you don’t really want to find the bottom on the way home and end up being a few hours late getting back!

Rock





Reef








